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Troops secure, control route in southern Baghdad

Story and photo by Spc. James P.
Hunter
MNC-I PAO

Approximately 25 Improvised Explosive
Devices detonated on Route Redwing in
Southern Baghdad, resulting in the death
of several U.S. servicemembers during the
month of January.

To prevent IED’s from taking the lives of

Coalition Forces and endangering the lives
of the local populace, elements of the 4th
Infantry Division’s 4th Brigade Combat
Team have been tasked to run security
operations and route reconnaissance on
Redwing.

Prior to the Soldiers of the Currahee
Brigade taking over Redwing, insurgents
used the route to bring supplies into
Baghdad, said Spc. Derrick Marez, M2
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Pvt. Joseph Boje, gunner, Company B, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, pulls security while dis-
mounted on Route Redwing Monday.

__ e a i A

.50-caliber Browning machine gunner,
Company D, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry
Regiment. Insurgents also used the route
for a clear path to fire mortars at the
International Zone in central Baghdad.

Along the road, many IED craters can be
seen. On the west side of the road, there is
a house where known insurgents occupied
and planned attacks, said Sgt. 1st Class
Steven Crafton, platoon sergeant, Co. D,
2" Bn, 506th Inf. Reg.

Soldiers nabbed the insurgent, obtained
the home and are using it as an observation
post, OP Red or the “Dawg House,” he
explained.

As the coalition  steps closer to
eliminating these threats, U.S. Forces still
need help from the Iraqgi police forces,
said 1st Lt. Christian Wollenburg, platoon
leader, Co. D. One of their main goals is to
hand over the route to the 4" Public Order
Brigade, Iragi police.

Wollenburg said he wants the Iraqis to
take full responsibility for the route and
control OP Red independently.

Currently, the lragis provide security
at the check point, controlling traffic and
ensuring no weapons or explosives are
brought into the area, he added. They

see OP RED, page 4
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Ugandans take over security check points

Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Drew
Hendricks
MNC-I PAO

Each specialist was sent through a
screening process in Uganda. At a mini-
mum they are required to have some sort of
military or special police training.

“They are
all well trained
anddisciplined,”
said Keith Lenz,
entry  control
point supervisor,
EODT. “Former
military training
was a require-
ment in their
contract.”

They were

Ugandan security specialists
with Explosive Ordnance Dispos-
al Technology, a contracting com- | &
pany on the Camp Victory Base [
Complex, have recently been
handed over the responsibility of
guarding the gates of Victory.

The Ugandan security force will
protect most entry control points
throughout the Victory Base ugandan security specialists with Explo-
Complex. They will be in charge sive Ordnance Disposal Technology, clear

N ) the entrance of the Victory Road ECP for a
of every aspect of inner security. miitary convoy Monday.

trained for three weeks before they were
given two more weeks of on-the-job train-
ing. Now they have full responsibility of
their ECP’s, said Lenz.

The training included everything they
needed to protect ECP’s and towers. They
received weapons training on the M-4
Carbine, 9mm pistol and they will receive
training on the M249 Squad Automatic
Weapon, said Brian Skomp, Area Defense
Operations Center liaison, Victory Base
Complex.

Along with weapons training, they were
taught personnel and vehicle search proce-
dures, convoy ambulatory and medical

see UGANDAN, page 4
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UNIT FIELD SANITATION
TEAM CERTIFICATION
TRAINING

MARCH 27-30

WE HAVE 30 SEATS IN THIS
CLASS, THEY WILL BE GIVEN
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE.

TO RESEVE A SEAT OR FOR MORE
INFORMATION CONTACT.
SGT. CHRISTIA SKERBECK
christia.skerbeck@iraq.centcom.mil
or
STAFF SGT. JEFFREY NOELLE
DSN 318-822-2851
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SECURITY NEWS YOU CAN USE

Set the example by using good security prac-
tices

Everyone is responsible for security

Confirm need-to-know

Use discretion in your discussions

Remove your security badge when leaving your
secure work area, i.e., palace

Insitute procedures for safeguarding classified
documents, disks, and drives

Transmit information with appropriate classifi-
cation markings on the appropriate system

Your security practices are key to the success of
the mission and safety of our personnel!

ACT EXAMS

AVAILABLE APRIL 23,
]
1 p.m.

TESTING SEATS ARE LIMITED
CONTACT THE EDUCATION CENTER
FOR INFO AT
DSN 822-5183/4640
OR

educationcenter@irad.centcom.mil
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OP RED

are also conducting joint patrols with the
Currahee Soldiers.

Each patrol the 506th conducts,
the light infantry try to incorporate the
Iraqis, said Wollenburg. Their presence lets
the Iragi people know their government is
taking the needed steps to securing freedom
for their country.

Wollenburg said the Iraqis are steadily
improving. They are all wearing the same
uniforms, carry their weapons correctly,
and acting and moving as a unit.

The 506th and Iraqi forces’ continuing
efforts to eliminate insurgency on Redwing
will ensure safety for the local nationals
and the Coalition forces, said Wollenburg.
Their efforts will give the 506" troops the
opportunity to use their combat power
in another area, and the Iraqgi police the
opportunity to take control of the mission.

From their crowded, two-story OP,
the Renegade Soldiers run their operations
and conduct their missions, said Spc. Grant
Courtney, infantrymen, Co. D, 2" Bn,
506th Inf. Reg.

Teams rotate in shifts, moving from
static positions to force protection and
finally to strike force, he explained.

Along the route, Soldiers sit in static
positions, gaining a secure watch over

the entire route,
Courtney said. They
watch for insurgents
who may have snuck
onto the road and
anyone who may be
digging, trying to
place an IED.

Their objective is
to provide security
for  their fellow
troops, the children
playing in the streets
or in their backyards,
and for the parents
who are trying to
make a life for their families, he said.

Force protection provides security and
cover for the Soldiers on the ground and
the observation post, said Spc. Michael
Sheridan, infantryman, Company B, 2™
Bn, 506th Inf. Reg. Their mission is to look
for and eliminate possible threats to the OP
and troops on the ground.

At OP Red also sits a strike force, or
quick response force, who wait patiently to
quickly respond to any attack or incoming
mortars, said Marez. While waiting for
such a possibility, they escort and provide
security for engineers who are fixing and
cleaning the damaged road.

IED’s left massive craters along

A Soldier with Company
D, 2nd Battalion, 506th
Infantry Regiment, pulls
security outside a house
in Baghdad Monday.

UGANDAN

Redwing, and still buried beneath are
explosives waiting for an insurgent to
sneak through, hook up a wire and detonate
it, he said.

Being on strike force also gives the
troops an opportunity to interact with the
local nationals.

Marez feels many of the locals agree
and approve of the U.S. presence in their
area. If the 506th is securing the area and
keeping bombs and explosives off the
road, then the kids have nothing to fear
when they’re out playing or on their way
to school.

The Soldiers are trying to build a
relationship with the local nationals, in
hopes the civilians can help lead to the
detention of anti-coalition forces. The
troops ask the Iragis about recent significant
actions in the area, said Wollenburg. Some
seem to cooperate and give information.
Others though, fear if they release any
information their lives will be at risk if it
leads back to them.

Total cooperation is needed to keep
both American forces and local nationals’
lives safe, he said.

The faster troops locate and eliminate
terrorists activities, the quicker U.S. forces
can leave the area and open the road to
the locals for freedom of travel, explained
Wollenburg.

does to,” said Ellis. “They show lenience to no one, no

evacuation procedures, detainee procedures and rules of -m’-" !!.I
" ¥ |

force, added Skomp.

“We have come to perform a service and provide
security, and we are good at what we do,” said Lt. An-
thony Arap’Ndiwa, Ugandan security specialist. “It is our |
responsibility to take control of this ECP in all respects.”

The duty of guarding the ECP’s is almost a scientific

process, added Arap’Ndiwa. Statistics are taken on almost Ugandan security
specialists clear
. A i " the entrance of an
cars that pass through the gates. This type of information is Ecp for a military
convoy Monday.

everything from number of cars to the different colors of

gathered to make abnormalities easier to spot.

“If anything is out of the ordinary, we have to
be able to spot it and conduct the proper actions to quell the situa-
tion,” said Arap’Ndiwa.

According to the supervisors and Soldiers who have helped
train the Ugandans, their professionalism and ability to learn are
beyond reproach. They are well prepared to do their job.

“The Ugandans are extremely friendly and well educated;
working with them has been a good experience,” said Spc. Martin
Ellis, security personnel, A Battery, 1st Battalion, 320th Field Ar-
tillery. “They learn fast and are just as proficient as we are.”

According to Ellis, they are very “by the book.”

“They follow the rules to a ‘T” and make sure everyone else

matter what their rank is.”

The standards, rules and procedures that the American
| military hold and follow are what impress the Ugandans
k| the most, said Arap’Ndiwa.

“In my country, if someone of my rank tried to stop a
lieutenant colonel and ask for his identification, he would
be reprimanded,” said Arap’Ndiwa. “Here we can do our
| job and protect the complex the way we are supposed to.”

The Ugandans are not being used as reinforcements for

security details already posted. They are replacements that
will free up Soldiers to take care of other missions such as
patrols, said Capt. Jeffrey Munn, commander, A Battery,
1/320 FA.

“With the Ugandans taking over ECP’s, they have freed up two
platoons for me to use,” said Munn. “The Ugandans have taken
over static security points which will allow us to be more flexible
in our security measures and also allows us to flex our security
farther.”

The Ugandans will be here as long as the contract holds out.
They could be leaving as early as August, but they could also be
here for 18 months, said Skomp.

“They (Ugandans) are more than capable to complete this mis-
sion,” said Munn. “I have more troops to work with and we still
have a top notch security force.”
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Coalition Cafe

Breakfast 5:30 - 8:30 a.m. TO THE AL FAW PALACE

Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. POST OFFICE
Dinner 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Midnight Dining 11 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Is container management a pain in your neck?
One call, that’s all!
We can help ease your pain.

Container management made
easy by utilizing the Container
Management Support Tool
[CMST). An easy io use web
based ram designed to ease
ur container management
roubles. Contact us
coordinate training. Just give us
a call, we're here to help!

Sports Oasis X

Breakfast 5:30 - 8:30 a.m. HOURS OF OPERATION: ookt Col Rennington __
Lunch 11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. Wed.2-8 p.m. 318-822-5419
Dinner 5:30 - 9 p.m.  Master Sgt. Jomnson
Shopette Sun.2-8p.m. micheal e
Open 24 Hours Wa make house calie! ez 8317
Camp Liberty Post Exchange

Everyday 8am.-10 p.m. Contact Camp Liberty Post Office for any questions. DSN 302-242-4391

Fitness Center

e rreare DANTES/CLEP/EXCELSIOR
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. NOW AVA'LABLE

Saturday - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday 1 -5 p.m.

Golby Troop Medical Clinic
Sick Call Hours:

Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon
Saturday & Sunday 9 a.m. - noon O

MNG-I, CAMP VICTORY, BAGHDAD
TEXAS HOLD'EM TOURNAMENT
OPEN TO ALL PERSONNEL

Tournaments will be held twice a month (the second
and last Mondays)

Dental Sick Call:
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Saturday 9 - 10:30 a.m. . . )
Mental Health Clinic: Prizes will be awarded to the winner.
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - noon . Limited to 48 people (6 tables), please sign up early.
Post Deployment Health Briefings: Walk-ins are welcome if space is available.
Monday - Friday 1 p.m. &
Pharmacy: CONTACT INFORMATION: For information or to sign up for BASIC LIEE SUPRORT COURSE
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - noon, 1 March’s tournaments call or email: ombat Lifesaver Certfcaiion Course it Life Support Calrse
- 4:30 Y Y SQ‘ Joseph MH"OHEV O oA Ta ks FASS Bm CEATS PR CLASS
. pm 2" and 4" Thursdays of Every Month 1 Friday and 1% Monday of Every Month
Satu rday & Sunday 7:30 a.m. - noon joseph manone \ra cemcom mil To reserve a seat o for mora informatior cantact: T reserve a seat or for more information, contact
Legal Assistance/Claims TOURNAMENT RULES: basic rules are included w/ this email o e gt vilfhn D ezt oy o

DSN: 822:2417 DSN: 8222124

Saturday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Personnel Service Support Centers
Monday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m. -1 p.m.

ID Cards

Monday - Friday

9am.-5p.m.

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE
LOCATED IN BLDG 5

BASIC SELF-DEFENSE CLASS
Frlday throu%hOLﬁ'lYIarch
"5,30 p m.— "

[ : e Nt T TIME: & pm. PLACE: MWR Bldg. 124
_ TOURNAMENT DATES:
Victory Chapel (Bldg. 31)
March 27
Sunday:

" Traditional Protestant Service T and 8:45 a.m. y
Roman Cathalic Confossion 10 a.m Apl'll 10 and 24

o (oSN S W
Roman Catholic Mass 10.30 a.m Instrio@tess Chief Vﬁaﬁran;@‘fioe’*pac zéwski (USME)

Gospel Protestant Service noon
Lattor Day Saints Soervieo 2 p.m
Episcopal/Lutheran Sarvice 4 p.m For more information contact Sgt. 1%t Class Chris Balduf, DSN 822-3545

Conlemporary Profestant Service & p.m.
Saturday:

B e L & Submit letters from home
e I8 2 Is your_loved o_ne depI(_)yed in support of Multi-National qups-lraq? Would_ you like to wr_lte him or her a_
Monday — Friday message in the Victory Times? Send messages, three to four lines of text to br_lan.anderson@|raq.centcom.mll.
R cahol savion o Ensure to include Soldiers name, rank, and unit.

Friday:
Jowish Senace 8:30 p.m

Saturday:

P Victory Times welcomes columns, commentaries, articles and letters from our readers. Send submissions
Orihotios Cotfoshon 5207 i, or comments to brian.anderson@irag.centcom.mil.

Orthodax Bible Study 7 p.m

Sunday: We reserve the right to edit for security, accuracy, propriety, policy, clarity and space.

Crinodox Dmvine Liturgy @ pm

MNC-I Commanding General: Lt. Gen. Peter W. Chiarelli

D R Iv E SAF E LY ! ! MNC-I Public Affairs Officer: Lt. Col. Michelle L. Martin-Hing

This driver was wearing his seat belt, driving within the speed limit and he was MNC-1 PA Sergeant Ma}jor: Sgt‘ Maj‘ Paul J. Stevenson
in his proper lane. : MNC-I Command Info Chief: Sgt. 1st Class Laurence R. Lang

MNC-I DVIDS Manager: Sgt. 1st Class Gloria E. Colon
MNC-I Production Chief: Staff Sgt. Jason B. Baker
Victory Times Editor: Spc. Brian J. Anderson
Victory Times Staff writer/ photographers: Sgt. Edward T. Conning,
Spc. James P. Hunter, Spc. Curtis W. Squires, Lance Cpl. Drew Hendricks, Pfc. Sean C. Finch

The driver of this vehicle had his life tragically altered by a reckless driver. Victory Times is an authorized electronic publication for members of the Department of Defense. Contents of this electronic
Ll = publication are not necessarily the official views of or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the Department of
Don t be t he OT H E R d rlver! ! Defense. The editorial content of this publication is the responsibility of the Public Affairs Office of Multi-National Corps Iraq




